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Yesterday at Bus&Bus Mobility Business in Verona

COACHES: A PENALISED SECTOR WAITING

 FOR AGREEMENTS WITH INSTITUTIONS 

Verona: 21 November 2009. The events at Bus & Bus Mobility Business – the specialist exhibition in Verona dealing with road passenger transport – included an interesting and very well attended debate focusing on the current difficulties in tourism transport caught between regional standards and emerging international competition, not to mention the problem of entrance tickets imposed by cities of art.

Yesterday's meeting organised by CAIPET titled “Round Table in the tourist coach sector; problems and opportunities for Italy”, which extensively discussed to current situation affecting transport companies in the tourism sphere. Productivity in the field in Italy is witnessing a distinct downturn, highlighting a growing crisis in demand for services and difficulties which are inevitably also affecting the volume of vehicles sold and registered last year - down by 30% .

CAIPET,  the Committee of Associations of Private Road Passenger Transport Companies set up in 2006, is the outcome of  an agreement protocol signed by Anav, Confartigianato, Federlavoro and Servizi-Confcooperative, Fita-Cna and Ancst-Legacoop with the purpose of identifying - in areas of common interest in various transport segments (local public transport, national bus lines, hire buses with drivers) - suitable tools for developing synergies between the various associations.

Franco Tumino - President of ANCST Lega Coop – highlighted the characteristic Italian problem of fragmentation of companies that, although creating a widespread fabric, are inevitably weak as regards political decision-makers - one of the reasons for setting up Caipet, precisely in response to the need for joint action in political spheres and lobbying in the tourism transport sector. Tumino also emphasised that despite the particular structure of the sector, transport companies make a significant contribution to the impact of a tourism sector generating 7.6% of national GDP.

Francesco Fortunato, Director General of ANAV, spoke about law 218 dated 2003 that governs passenger transport by means of hire buses with drivers and the fact that there is no uniformity in the application of standards by the Regions. The objectives of the law are transparency, competition, free access to the market and public transport operations, safety, uniform professional requisites and safeguards for employees. Fortunato recalled the importance of launching part of the discussion table with political institutions already agreed last March but as yet not called.

The most up-to-date and debated topic was Tourist Tickets - some examples were mentioned, such as the most expensive in Italy for Venice - 340 euro per bus - as well as 240 for Florence and 30 in Verona itself.

In his report, Giuseppe Gori representing the Presidency of Confcooperative Servizi, in short invited the other categories in the tourism value chain (hoteliers, restaurateurs…) to combat such tickets, as well as the current economic crisis and negative results, since slower demand involves them directly.

Gianni Montali – National Manager of CNA FITA – raised concern over international operators. International tour operators are re-directing mass tourism to other countries, such as Greece and Spain, with serious repercussion on the entire tourism value chain in Italy: travelling in Italy to visit cities of art, in short, is becoming increasingly expensive -  not the least because of the tickets imposed by Local Councils for access by tourist buses to such cities. Mention only need be made that a traditional tour of Tuscany lasting one day can cost about 1000 euro in tickets.

Caipet also focused on the need to ensure more uniformity in the application of  national and EU standards and regulations and the hope that all the protagonists in the value chain will meet around a discussion table. The proposals to be made to the political world include the creation of specific warranty funds to support companies and ad hoc observatories focusing on the dynamics of the sector.
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