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Awaiting new initiatives supporting the sector

12th Bus & Bus Mobility Business: The market looks to the future and glimpses a few signs for optimism

Numerous operators and an impressive agenda of meetings on every stand: entrepreneurs expressed satisfaction

Some signs of optimism heralded the closure of the 12th Bus & Bus Mobility Business, the International Exhibition dedicated to public and private road passenger transport.

This edition, despite being held in a time of major crisis on the market, attracted attendance by as many as 182 exhibitors from 17 countries, engaged right up to Saturday afternoon - just two hours from closing - in numerous meetings with clients.
"The drop in vehicle registration volumes seen in the first ten months of 2009," said Enrico Vassallo, President of the Anfia Bus Group, "reflects a critical situation for which we expect to close the year with just over 3000 units, equal to a downturn of 22% compared to 2008.  Another difficult aspect specific to our field is that the major investments by constructors to modernise vehicles in ecological terms is not matched by public transport companies through effective upgrading of fleets."

There were nevertheless interesting comments by operators interviewed in the halls.

"Our attendance at Bus & Bus was positive," said Rudoph Vallet, Commercial Director of Volvo Bus Italy, "and the exhibition is an important initiative for companies precisely because of the negative market situation. We are focusing on buses for the future and hybrids, even for urban use; we are also set to take part in tenders for financed vehicles."

"I saw a great deal of interest in our products," said Stefano Del Rosso, President and AD of King Long Italy, the company that in just two years has managed to expand to third place for numbers of tourist coaches sold; "we are the newcomers and we still have a great deal to do results were good even here. Taking part in Bus & Bus was undoubtedly a positive decision for us."

"To be honest, it was a long time since I last closed negotiations already on the first day of the exhibition," said Carlo Mauri, owner of Mauri Bus System, "bearing in mind that we operate in a very specific niche: small vehicles for our historic centres and vehicles for mountain bus lines. Yet even our double-deckers imported from Spain were successful: Air, Autoservizi Irpini, has purchased the Ayats we exhibited here and has options for other vehicles."

"I met a lot of interested peole," said Fabio Pànnoli of Sitcar Spa, "and a few signals going against the trend for 2010.  We build minibuses with up to 38 seats and here in Verona we exhibited among others the small Trend XK on a Mercedes MB 519 chassis and the restyling of our Beluga 3."

"We have imported buses built by Turkish company Otokar for two years," said Pietro Occhio of NordDiesel Mobility, "so we do not have comparisons with previous editions of the exhibition. But I can say one thing: the event deserves great praise for being held in times like these!"

"Bus & Bus is our exhibition, the event for “minor” constructors," said Giovanni Gualeni of Cacciamali, "we need such an exhibition and Verona is precisely the right occasion. Having said this, we need to focus on emerging markets even more during times of crisis. We are working on Africa and have developed specific vehicles for this market." 

BredaMenarinibus is also looking abroad. "This year, we have completed the updates of our range with Plus Avancity and Viavacity and the new Lander interurban bus," said Claudio Modelli; "we have won tenders in Turkey and Madrid and this has given us a little more breathing space: the approach to international markets costs money but at times like these it is inevitable." 

"These are difficult times but we expect for 2010 an improvement in the funded segment," said Roman Biondi, President of the Unrae Bus Section, "thanks to tenders in Sardinia and Piedmont. We expect to improve from 1300 buses in 2009 to 1800 vehicles in 2010. The hire sector, on the other hand, will probably have to wait until 2011."  Biondi also commented on the exhibition : "At times of crisis such as these, is it an important appointment especially for small-medium constructors, coachbuilders and the components and accessories value chain."

Bus & Bus Mobility Business also welcomed the first edition of Regional Transport Days, the permanent international study forum with head offices in Verona developed by Uitp, Asstra and VeronaFiere to analyse transport needs in medium-small cities and regional areas. 

The forum concluded with the signature of the “Verona Declaration”: The document signed by Asstra, Uitp and VeronaFiere “forcefully restates the desire to work together to improve mobility even in small-medium cities and areas with low population density” and after emphasising that the public transport sector has the strategic will and operative capacity to develop high quality LPT systems “hopes that politicians will take effective action and courageous investments in public transport”.

Major interest was also aroused by technologies for using methane gas as fuel for bus fleets presented by Greenercities and the world premiere of the Hiteca project, an information technology platform that turns buses into a travelling library ensuring multimedia content for passengers that can be downloaded directly to mobile phones.  

Conventions and collateral events were also very well attended, organised - among others - by Anfia, Cna and Caipet, not to mention the stand set up by the Road Police with specific analysis of road safety dedicated to drivers.

Delegations attending the exhibition especially included the one from Egypt, comprising 12 companies representing local bus builders, the Alexandria public transport company and the EAMA Association that represents Egyptian automotive companies. 

"Managing public transport in a city such as Alexandria," said Sherin Magd El Din Kessem, President of the City of Alexandria Transport Authority, "is extremely complex: it only need be mentioned that the city is particularly long, does not have a metropolitan railway and its population rises from 6 millions to more than 10 millions in summer.  We have a well-developed tram network that we expect to extend significantly and invite Italian companies to bear in mind the possibility of working in Alexandria through international tenders and by creating partnerships with local realities." 

The visit by this delegation was the outcome of the first edition of Bus & Bus Egypt held last 12 October in Cairo, itself the result of the internationalisation project launched by VeronaFiere and the Ministry of Economic Development to support companies in the value chain in a market enjoying expansion such as North Africa. 
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