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A Bus&Bus Mobility Business of Verona

ECO-FRIENDLY PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Compressed natural gas, methane and bio-methane engines 

immediately available for safe and ecological vehicles.

Verona: 21 November 2009. An important debate with excellent attendance was one of the events at Bus & Bus Mobility Business – the specialist exhibition in Verona for road passenger transport – discussing the potential of urban public transport with a closer focus on the environment.

The “Greenercities Project” meeting was organised by Greenercities, the  international project dedicated to the development of growing demand for ecological vehicles protecting the environment, particularly in the public transport segment.

Discussion focused on public transport but especially on the battle against pollution in urban centres. Mariarosa Baroni, as project coordinator, spoke of growing demand by municipal organisations for eco-sustainable and, at the same time, safe vehicles, particularly in the transport sector in order to offer end-users a safe, ecological and economic transport system. 

Market studies reveal a lack of awareness concerning the advantages arising frm the use of more eco-sustainable fuels, such as Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and bio-gas; information that at times even creates unnecessary concerns about the safety of this type of fuel.

Greenercities, also in collaboration with ENI research segments, is carrying forwards this ambitious project with the objective of improving awareness among opinion leaders and finding financial opportunities to promote the development of urban fleets powered by natural gas.

A significant example was highlighted by Ing. Julian del Olmo of EMT – the Madrid Urban Public Transport Company, where the fleet today comprises 381 CNG buses (the first dates back to 1994),  with the result of reducing pollutant agents by 38,000 tonnes in the last 15 years, equivalent to more than 83% of emission reduction compared to diesel powered vehicles.

Antonio Piovesan of ATV, the Veronese Transport Company, as testimony of best practice in the local area, spoke expressly of the desire to introduce new CNG vehicles next year in the hope of commissioning 10 new urban and 3 suburban buses, as well as the creation of new stores and modernisation of service stations. Energy and cost savings for municipal companies: if the price of diesel for 100 urban km today is 40 euro, the cost of natural gas will be 19.

The debate broadly developed topics such as modern technologies for alternative energy engines, European regulations concerning CO2 emissions and an interesting profile of the Earth's chemical-geological situation illustrated by Prof. Albrecht Hofmann of the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry in Mainz; a situation that may well become truly catastrophic, with reference to the climatic changes of the last 150 years, unless the negative impact of methane and CO2 emissions into the atmosphere is halted. Natural gas and bio-gas are today valid alternatives, with immediately applicable technology.
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