World preview of the HiTecha project presented in Verona

Travel by bus listening to Harry Potter

Literature, music and videos available on public transport vehicles 

for an extraordinary new life style

Yesterday saw the presentation in Verona during Bus&Bus Mobility Business 2009 - the international event covering the people transport world - of the hiTECHa project,: an absolute preview and true innovation at the exhibition.

hiTECHa is a patent created by the combined talents of publisher Full Color Sound (as ever focused on the pleasure of culture) and B&B Consulting,  specialising in the study of technological developments. This is an innovative solution turning daily travel by bus into a full-scale cultural opportunity, thereby making the trip enjoyable, consequently enhancing the appeal of the entire transport world.

If it's true, as the popular saying goes, that a good day starts in the morning, then for a great many people this depends on their relationship with public transport.
buses, trams and subways are an increasingly daily experience for all kinds of people, thanks also to current attention on the ecology.

Yet if time spent on public transport was until now a mere necessity dictated by various reasons such as speed, practicality and economics, it is also true that transport time is increasingly viewed by travellers as inevitably unproductive.

And this is the motive underlying hiTECHa, a complex yet easy to use platform that turns every bus into a travelling library capable of offering passengers a free series of multimedia contents that can be consulted and downloaded directly on mobile phones - and much more.

By exploiting current mobile communication technologies and the skills of an editorial board attentive to quality content, hiTECHa will distribute in a capillary manner and free of charge literature - in audiobook and e-book formats - music, videos, photographs and much more.

Another surprise is that travellers themselves can help improve the cultural "housing" of hiTECHa by sending amateur works and thereby encourage their promotion.

hiTECHa works  through a very compact box that creates an intranet network around it which can be used free of charge by everyone in the radius of action of the box having a mobile phone with Bluetooth or wi-Fi access. Every mobile phone in range of the hiTECHa network will have free access to navigate and download – also free-of-charge – all the contents proposed by the editorial board, in audiobook, e-book, audio and video formats. All downloaded content remains available to users, who can also share it with others by sending it to friends through mobile phones, i-pod or all WiFi-enabled equipment. 

How many novels that we thought we'd never have the chance to read but we'd like to own? How much time do we spend on public transport that we inevitably view as bring and a waste?  Today, such pleasures are on offer where it is needed and at the right time by a editorial board that selects only the best for us every day.

HiTECHa has already completed the first stage in finalising the technological and instrumental platforms necessary for the operation of these travelling multimedia libraries. This stage will be followed by experiments to verify the prototype in the field. Given the huge potential that it may represent for public transport companies in terms of marketing and innovation, the project is supported and promoted by the ASSTRA national association. 

The association, in particular, is involved in the coordination of the experimental stage on-board vehicles, which should be completed early in 2010 and in the same year go into industrial production for the development and systematic use of hiTECHa on buses, trams, subways and ferries. 

hiTECHa is a project that VeronaFiere has chosen to present as an absolute innovation at the 12th edition of Bus&Bus Mobility Business, the leading people transport exhibition scheduled until Saturday; four days of work to exchange ideas and discuss a field substantially in crisis from the point of view of production and fleet modernisation, not to mention demand for diversification in the offering public local transport services.
Verona: 19th November 2009 

Info:

www.asstra.it – www.expobus.it
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