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Bus & Bus Mobility Business and Regional Transport Day inaugurated this morning in Verona

BUSES AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 
TIME FOR STRUCTURAL CHANGES

Concern over the lack of finance to upgrade fleets. Local public transport (LPT) set to double its share over the next fifteen years. Traffic congestion in the ten main Italian cities costs 10 billion euro/year and more than 30 billions in Italy as a whole. Government and regions must support the sector.

Verona: 18 November 2009. The time has come to implement structural changes in order to emerge better and stronger from this difficult period. This is the objective announced durnig the inauguration round table this morning at VeronaFiere for Bus & Bus Mobility Business 2009, the specialist exhibition dedicated to the bus world, and the Regional Transport  Day, the world forum for regional public transport.

"Verona for four days will be the European capital of road passenger transport," said the President of Veronafiere Ettore Riello, "and we are delighted to contribute to the efforts of trade operators to develop innovative solutions and content at such a delicate time."

This concept was also emphasised by the councillor for mobility of Verona City Council,  Enrico Corsi: "We believe in innovation, so much so that we are about to implement a new generation trolley bus project for our city. We must provide travellers with technologically advanced vehicles that can be immediately identified as new thanks also to modern and attractive design."

"Verona is an optimal occasion for focusing our attention on public transport in medium-small cities," said Hans Rat, Secretary General of Uitp, the world association of public transport companies, "because attention is normally concentrated on metropolitan areas. On the other hand, public transport in regional areas and small cities has huge margins for improvement. Uitp hopes to double the LPT share (local public transport) over the next 15 years. This is by no means an utopian objective but an attainable goal, as shown by the efforts in this direction by many cities world-wide such as Vienna, Madrid and London to mention but few. Cities can only become better through a long-term vision and LPT is part of this vision."

"How can LPT be changed to overcome the difficulties in the sector?" asked Marcello Panettoni, president of Asstra, the Italian association of local public transport companies. "The answer is more quality and more quantity through a structural change in the sector. A necessity not only for environmental reasons: congestion in the 10 main Italian cities - between queues and wasted time, costs 10 billion euro/year, and the figure on a national level rises salt to 30-40 billions, I repeat billions."

Panettoni then launched a precise alarm: "LPT is not a residual activity and cannot be considered only as a social service for the less wealthy - but as a fundamental element in the competitiveness of our production system. It is an investment, not a cost. LPT must improve its share of transport but we ask that we are not left alone in this battle. Government and Regions are the institutional references to which we must make an appeal: Government must develop a policy supporting the sector, while the Regions must be responsible for its organisation. Italy has not invested even one euro over the last two years to stimulate road public transport. Reforms and changes are impossible without financial resources."

This position is also shared by Enrico Vassallo, President of the Anfia Bus Group, the National Automotive Industry Association: "Over the last three years, we have seen the collapse of the financed bus sector for LPT: -70%; from 2,500 – 3,000 vehicles sold, we have dropped to 1,000 – 1,100 and in 2010, if finance policies in the sector do not change, we will fall below 1,000. Yet the most dramatic aspect is the continual negative trend even for orders. The average age of buses in Italy is 13 years, compared to 6 for France, and this means that vehicles 22-25 years old are still in circulation, with maintenance costs in the order of 10-15 thousand euro/year, ten times those for a modern bus.  Euro 6 becomes compulsory in 2013, the development of which costs sector industry 1 billion euro. The paradox is that the law rightly obliges us today to sell Euro 5 vehicles when  at least 40 thousand buses in circulation are euro 0 and euro 1. Upgrading is vital for everyone. We have to find new solutions very soon, since the system is currently collapsing."
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