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The leading bus transport exhibition opens tomorrow

BUS&BUS MOBILITY BUSINESS: 
SPECIALIST SOLUTIONS TO RE-LAUNCH THE SECTOR

18-21 November: VeronaFiere is home to the 12th edition of Bus & Bus Mobility Business, the event where the international protagonists of the public and private passenger road transport market come together. The exhibition as such at the 2009 edition is also joined by Regional Transport Days, the first international focus on mobility in medium-small cities and areas with low population density set up in collaboration between UITP (International Public Transport Union), ASSTRA (National Public Transport Association) and VeronaFiere. The inauguration will be held tomorrow at 10.00 a.m.

Verona: 17 November 2009. Tackle and analyse the difficult trend in the bus sector in Europe and find solutions for a field that in Italy alone in the first nine months of the year saw a loss in production of almost one thousand vehicles (936 to be precise): 3,411 in 2008, 2,475 in 2009.

This is the objective of Bus&Bus Mobility Business that from tomorrow, Wednesday 18 November, at 10 a.m., to Saturday 21 November will welcome four days of work involving experts and analysts in transport and mobility from all over Europe, as well as trade operators, public management, constructors and producers. 

The 12th edition in Verona boasts an impressive show area, with 180 qualified exhibitors over a total gross area of 22 thousand square metres covering trade categories associated with passenger road transport.

Yet the true innovation as of this edition is Regional Transport Days, the permanent study forum for analysis of transport needs in medium-small cities and regional areas set up thanks to an official agreement between VeronaFiere, Uitp and Asstra signed last 9 June during the UITP World Congress in Vienna. 

The forum, making its Italian debut precisely in Verona - chosen as the exclusive international head offices - will propose themes and solutions over 5 sessions of work ensuring high technical and scientific content focusing on specific topics such as marketing, information, technology, the last mile and cost efficiency, thereby responding to the need for functional and modern mobility in large metropolitan areas and smaller urban centres alike.

Four days of work to exchange ideas and discuss a field substantially in crisis from the point of view of production and fleet modernisation, not to mention demand for diversification in the offering public local transport services.

More than one billion passengers every year use public transport in small-medium Italian cities  and transport companies operating more than 17 thousand vehicles travel an astonishing 639 million kilometres every year. Urban public transport is especially driven by metropolitan areas,  while smaller centres in the provinces see public transport at all-time lows, with a market share systematically less than 5%. In fact, progress in public transport in 2008 especially involved major cities, where the incidence on overall transfers grew to 29.3% compared to 27.7% in the previous year
Bus&Bus Mobility Business will be inagurated at 10.00 a.m., tomorrow 18 November, in the presence of Ettore Riello, President of VeronaFiere, Marcello Panettoni, President of ASSTRA Italy, Hans Rat, Secretary General UITP Belgium, Enrico Vassallo, President ANFIA Bus Group Italy, and closes on Saturday 21 November.

The Minister for Infrastructures and Transport, Altero Matteoli, will close the Regional Transport Days on Thursday 19 November at 16.00 p.m.
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